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Glory of Nilakantha
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The Sages spoke— O you rich is penance! In

which land and at what time has this holy and
excellent incident happened in regard to persons
progressing in Brahman? Narrate this exactly in
the manner it happened.
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Siita replied- O excellent Brahmanas! I shall

narrate as has been heard by me earlier from
Vayu, the very breadth of the Universe, at the
sacrifice of a thousand-yeared span. How the
throat of the god of gods, the trident-wielding

one, Siva attained blueness, that same shall I
dilate upon. You may listen to, O of holy rites!
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In the north of the Sailaraja (i.e. the king of
mountains) Himalaya, there are lakes, streams.
and ponds, the auspicious or sacred - gardens,
places of pilgrimage and shrines of gods, on

lofty hill-peaks and in orchards of the caves or

caves and orchards.
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Devotees of gods, high-souled ones, the
sages having vows applauded, belaud
Mahadeva there in different spots as per ritual.
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By means of Rk, Sdman and Yajus Mantras,
by song, dance and adorations, by obeisance’s
with Ornkara (Orm) recitation, they adore Siva
perennially.
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The circle of planets having set in and sun
having gone ubiquitous in the centre, the gods
having souls restrained, all adhere to that
narrative. Those adherent to vows were
disposed well in the survival of life.

“Obeisance be to Nilakantha (i.e. Siva)!”
This way declaimed the perennially wafting one
ie. Vayu (Wind-god). Having heard that, the
sages having vows applauded, having souls
ascertained, well-known as Balakhilyas,
recognised the moving ones along with the Sun.
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Eighty thousand of the sages given to
continence, having diet confined to wind, leaves

and water, enquired Vayu.
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The Sages spoke- “Nilakantha” (the blue-
throated one), the way it has been pronounced
by you, O Excellent Vayu! This one is fit to be

kept a secret for the sacred ones, O you Best
one among the merit-earning ones!
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We are desirous of hearing (properly) that,
by your grace, O Vayu! (Prabhaiijana!) On what
account has come about the azureness of the
throat of the Lord of Aribika (Siva)?
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We are eager to listen to it adequately from
your mouth particularly. Since the words
expressed by you continue to impress forth and
are full of meanings.
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When the breath goes to its place of
articulation, then the activity of speech begins.
Knowledge at the outset and desire afterwards
gets activated from you, O Vayu!
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When you become actionless, the functions
of sound cease. Where speech has ceased, the
combinations of structures becomes difficult of
processing.
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There even these happens to be your suvaity
as you are all pervading, O Vayu! No other god
is all pervading barring aside you, O Wind-god!
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The world of beings of yours is perceptible
from all sides, O Vayu! You may recognise the
lord of speeches (Vacapasti), as the supreme
one, a guider of the mind.
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Speak one! whereto sort is the deformity of
the form of throat, region? Having heard the

words of the sages of pious souls, the highly
radiant Vayu, who was offered obeisance by the
world, replied to them.
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Vayu spoke— Earlier in the Golden Age,
happened to be a Brahmana engaged in offering
interpretations of the Vedas. He was Vasistha
by name, the one having soul of disposition or
dutiful norm, a mind-born one of Prajapati.
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He questioned Karttikeya, whose excellent
vehicle was the peacock, the very bewitcher or
fascinate or (lit. thief) of the collyrium of the

eyes of Mahisasura’s spouses (i.e. made them
widows by killing Mahisasura).
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Who is a leader of army, the great-souled
one, having sound of the rumble of clouds. He
assumed the form of a boy to delight the mind
of Uma. He is wrester of the life of Krauiica and

a rejoicer in the heart of Parvatl. Vasistha by
devotion asked Karttikeya of great prowess.
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Vasistha spoke— Qbeisance be to you, O son
of Hara! O you offspring of Uma! Obeisance be
to you. Obeisance be to you, O offspring of
Agni! O offspring of Ganga, Obeisance be to
you
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Obeisance be to you. O you born from the
reed (forest), Obeisance be to you, O son of
Krttikas! Obeisance be to you, the twelve-=yed
one and Obeisance be to you, O six-faced one!
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‘Obeisance be to you, O you (wielder) of a
Sakti (i.e. Missile) in hand and to you one
having (emblem) of the flag as a divine bell.
This way having panegyrised, he questioned
Mahasena, the one having peacock as vehicle.
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This one is visible as fit to be chosen,
auspicious as such, having gleam like that of the
shining collyrium, on the neck of Lord Siva,
which is lustrous as the Kunda flower or the
Moon. How did it happen?
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This you may expand forth before one
questioning as such being confident, devoted
and restrained, the story endowed with

auspiciousness, sacred and obviator of sins. For
the sake of my well-being, O highly fortunate

one! It behoves you to expatiate quite
completely.
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Having listened to the sentence of that one,
Vasistha, the great-souled one, replied the
highly radiant one, the destroyer of the army of
the enemy of gods (i.e. demons).
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Listen, O greatest among the Orators! 1 am
repeating what has been heard by me formerly
as I sat on the lap of Uma.
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This is the conversation of Sarva (i.e. Siva)
with Parvati, the highly-souled one. That same
shall T dilate upon for the sake of your
beneficence, O great sage!
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On the fascinating peak of Kailasa,
variegated owing to many minerals, bearing
semblance of the fresh Sun, having sheen of the
norm of burnished gold, having stairs of marble
and adamant or diamond, having stone slabs,
having variegated surface counterpane made of
gold and lovely one, variegated owing to many-
typed mineral ores. It was over-grown with
many trees and creepers and was decorated by
the Cakravaka birds.
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It was abounding in the loud humming of
the bees, tumultuous owing to the water falls
and the interior of the caves, was resounded
with the sounds of inebriated Kraufica birds and
peacocks.
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It was scattered all over by or crowded by
the bevies of nymphs and decorated by the

Kinnaras and Jivarhjivaka birds. It was
beautified by Jati creepers.
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It was sweetened with the warbling of the
cuckoos, waited upon by Siddhas and Caranas,
rich in sound of celestial cow Saurabheyi. The
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place beneath was resonant with the rumbling
sound of clouds.

forrmwaiaT: Fatiwatl
Froafaafaf: sefgmerd: a3y

It was having caves deserted by the
elephants, disgusted by the terror of Vinayaka
(i.e. Gape$a). This was regaling to the minds by
sense of ears by the instrumental music and
lutes.
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The slopes were undulated by the hammocks
or swings waited upon by the bevies of women.
It was resonant with the tollings of bells of the
swings pendulous with buntings.
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There was clamour of the exercises of the
sounds of sports in a wholesome temple, owing
to musical instruments played upon (lit.
vociferous) by the mouths accompanied by the
explosions of the offerings.
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Somewhere the attendants of Siva were
laughing boisterously. Their faces were hideous
and terrible and filled with marvellous normed
smell of the bodies. They sported about here

and there in the steps leading to the place
embedded with gems, crystal and diamonds.
The lord of Bhutas (i.e. Siva), a great Yogin,
surrounded by his atténdants whose faces
resembled those of tigers, lions, elephants,
horses, fierce cats and foxes. Some were among
those having many eyes, bigger eyes, one eye
and no eye, many heads, huge heads, one head
and no head, many feet, huge feet, one foot and
no foot, kine like ears, huge ears, one ear, no
ear, having sport shanks, longer lips, palm tree
like shanks or Tala Janghas and others, pigmies
and tall-statured, lean ones, flatulent ones,
longer-bellied ones and bloated-bellied ones,
having cat’s faces and terror provoking ones.
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The daughter of the Lord of mountains
spoke thus to the Lord, the destroyer of the
body of Cupid, seated at ease on a mind
fascinating gold made stone platform adomed
by gems and stones and pearls of pure quality.
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Devi spoke— O adorable one, a master of the
past and future! O bull-emblemed one, O
Mahadeva! There is something resembling a
dark cloud shining on your throat.
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It is neither very prominent nor highly
refulgent. It resembles the heap of blue
collyrium, O destroyer of the body of Cupid! O
lord, what is this that shines on your throat?
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What is the reason, what is the source and
what is this azureness on your neck, O God?
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This all you may expound to me duly. I have
great curiosity.
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Having listened to the word of that Parvati,

Siva, the consort- of Parvati, told the tale
endowed with auspicious norm.
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Formerly when the ocean of milk was being
chumed for extracting the nectar by the gods
and demons, emerged out the venom bearing
shine of the black fire.

¥ qEaT GrHT derEe wE
fomuoraen: wd AT grEonsFaEy o 1

O good looking faced one, having seen the
congregations of gods and the demons, they
became pale-faced and dejected. They went
closer to Brahma.
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Having seen the group of gods terrified,
Brahma of mighty radiance spoke out- “O
blessed ones, why are you frightened? Why are
you dejected in mind?
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O Excellent ones among the gods! The
eight-normed supremacy or god headship has
been expounded by me. By whom you have
your supremacy deprived?
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You are all the supreme commanders of the
triad of worlds having your maladies gone. In
the creation of the progenies, there is no one
who may override my errand.
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All you travel by aerial cars and all you
move at will. In the supernatural self and
supreme being’s status and in the status of a
sublime fortune, invariably, you are capable of
guiding the subjects by the fructification of
action.
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Then on what account (you) are disgusted
like antelopes pestered by the lions? What is

your grief? By whom is torment (coming war)
to you? And from where the danger has cropped

up? You narrate all this precisely and
immediately”.
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Then having listened to the words of that
Brahma, the great-souled one, the lords of gods,
Daityas and Danavas spoke out along with the
sages.
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When the ocean getting churned by the gods

and demons, the great-souled ones, there
emerged out venom of virulent norm bearing
semblance of bees and snakes and also bearing
likeness of the blue clouds and having gleam of
the norm of the fire of dissolution.
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"It has come up like the death of the
dissolution (Kala) or dark Death, having
radiance of the Sun of the end of the aeon,
bearing shine of the Sun dissolving the triad of
worlds spurting forth all around.
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